
MINUTES
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2018,1:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER: 1:00 p.m.

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

INVOCATION: Council Member Swart gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Kinkade and Council Member
Goldberg.

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk

BUSINESS:

1. WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES - Consideration and possible adoption of
a corrected Notice of lntention to increase water and wastewater rates, fees and
charges and setting April 24,2018 as the date for a public hearing to consider the
proposed increased rates. (Correction made after the adoption of the Notice of
lntention on February 13,2018.)

Town Manager Ferguson explained the reason for setting this special meeting was to
consider an issue that came up after we passed our Notice of lntention the other day. He
said Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts Manager, noticed a section of the Notice of
lntention that had been previously drafted had been dropped during formatting. He
commented that our Town Attorney has a newer version of the software than what we
use. He said it was the section regarding the RV parks in Alternative 3.

Town Manager Ferguson said there are two things that could be done; one is to correct
the Notice of Intention and reset the public hearing for February 24, 2018, or we could
have a couple of work sessions with the Council as a whole before the adoption of the
Notice of lntention.

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought having a work session made the most sense.
He said the Council still has, after the public hearing, the option to reduce, but not to
increase.

Town Manager Ferguson said having work sessions gives the townspeople an
opportunity to come and listen to it as well. ln addition, he said he thought we should
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request that the gentleman who put the study together for us come to at least the first
work session to explain the charts a little more in detail and answer any questions.

Council Member BearCat asked if we have a couple of more work sessions, would that
push out the 60-day period.

Town Manager Ferguson said it would and we would have to have the public hearing 60
days following the Notice of lntention. He said the public hearing would then be pushed
into May.

Council Member Schue asked about the corrections.

Town Manager Ferguson said there were a couple of things, one is there were clerical
errors in the first draft, but there was also the request the Council made that we consider
the impact if we were to entertain charging residents that have the two hooks, so that was
changed as well. He explained that by doing that, it did reduce a little bit on the residential
side, but the overall concept in terms of alternatives, did not change at all. Town Manager
Ferguson said now is the time if we feel we want to change any one those.

Council Member Goldberg said she thought the Town Manager was exactly right, the
more information that we can provide to the public, the less questions there will be and
the better understanding all of us will have.

Mayor Simpson said in the big booklet that was distributed (the Water and Wastewater
Rate Study and Long-Term Financial Plan) on page 6, from the years 2021 to 2022
jumped by 410 users in one year. The Mayor noted that the previous four years had only
grown by 8. He asked where these numbers are coming from.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that is why he wants the Willdan associates here, to
explain the model they plug these numbers into.

Council Member Schue asked if the information they have before them is the corrected
data.

Ii Town Manager Ferguson replied yes and said the only thing that is different is the section
on the RV parks. He said no numbers have changed othenrvise, there is no difference in
the numbers; it is just that the section in Alternative 3 for RV parks was omitted in what
the Council passed.

Council Member Goldberg asked what the recommendation would be, one work session
or more.

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it is up to the Council in terms of the Council's
comfort level, but we need at least one work session with Dan (a Willdan associate).

Mayor Simpson said he thought we should wait and have more opportunity. He said the
last few weeks have been extremely busy for most of us.
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Council Member BearCat asked if the work session be the time to look at lots that water
only goes by that are not hooked and they are paying their base rate, but there is a sewer
line that goes by there and they are not paying the base rate. She asked if the work
session would be the time to hash that out.

Town Manager Ferguson said you could and that actually anything related to our current
rate structure or alternates that have been given to the Council could be addressed in the
policy changes as it affects this.

Mayor Simpson said he would rather the Council take its time and get it right the first time.

Town Manager Ferguson noted the implementation date would not change due to taking
this time to have work sessions. He indicated that he believed that there must be 30 days
after the public hearing before it could take place, so as long as we finished the public
hearing sometime in May, the anticipated implementation date of July 1 ,2018 would still
work. He said the Council could move the implementation date if they wished.

Council Member Swart moved to continue this and set up a work session at a date and
time to be determined later, as soon as possible. Vice Mayor Warner seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Garried.

Mayor Simpson asked if it was correct that the work sessions would be public.

Town Manager Ferguson said yes, that is correct.

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 1 :15 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: 1:15 p.m.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the
minutes of the Special Meeting of February 20,2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite,
Arizona, held on February 20,2018.

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was
present.

DATED this 27th day of February 2018.

On behalf of the Common Council
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk
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